CHRIS PETRI

Watercolor Artist * Author ¢ Instructor

ARTIST PROFILE

Chris Petri is a watercolor artist, author, and instructor whose lifelong involvement with art
began in an artistic family and developed into a professional practice centered on watercolor
painting and education. Introduced to drawing and watercolor at an early age, he developed a
lasting appreciation for expressive, direct painting and the unique qualities of the watercolor
medium.

His artistic development was further shaped through study with nationally recognized watercolor
artists, including Charles Reid and Mel Stabin. His approach emphasizes confident brushwork,
expressive washes, tonal value, simplification, and a loose, spontaneous interpretation of the
subject.

In addition to producing original paintings, Chris has devoted a significant part of his career to
watercolor education through workshops, demonstrations, instructional writing, and online video
instruction.

SELECTED ARTISTIC STUDY & WORKSHOPS

Charles Reid
* 2014 — Workshop, Silvermine Arts Center
* 2016 — Workshop, Silvermine Arts Center
* 2018 — Workshop, Rockland, Maine
Mel Stabin
*  October 7, 2017 — Workshop, Bloomfield, New Jersey
* Additional workshop/study — New York City, after 2017

SELECTED EXHIBITIONS & COLLECTIONS

CCI Corporate Offices — Hackensack, New Jersey
2016 — Corporate acquisition of 10 original paintings

The Valley Hospital — Ridgewood, New Jersey
August 2018 — Exhibition of approximately 15 original paintings

Ridgewood Art Institute — Ridgewood, New Jersey
c. 2018-2021 — Exhibited watercolor paintings

TEACHING, WORKSHOPS & DEMONSTRATIONS

Thousand Islands Arts Center
August 8-12, 2022 — Five-day watercolor workshop



Annapolis Art Demonstration
May 17, 2026 — Watercolor demonstration

He has also shared his watercolor methods with a broad audience through instructional
demonstrations and online video education, emphasizing approachable techniques designed to
help developing artists gain confidence with the medium.

PUBLICATION

Watercolor Methods for Success

2021 — Author

Instructional watercolor book presenting his painting methods, techniques, and approach to
developing successful watercolor paintings.

ONLINE ART EDUCATION

Chris Petri Watercolor Instruction — YouTube

Creator and instructor of an extensive library of watercolor painting demonstrations and
educational videos. His online instruction has developed a substantial international audience,
with the YouTube channel reaching approximately 75,000 subscribers.

His teaching focuses on practical watercolor methods, expressive brushwork, tonal values,
composition, washes, and developing the confidence necessary to work freely and spontaneously
with watercolor.

COMMUNITY & CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS

Vietnam Veterans of America (VVA)
2024 — Donated numerous original paintings in support of the organization's charitable efforts.

ARTISTIC BACKGROUND

His interest in art began during childhood through the influence of his family. Both of his parents
studied at Parsons School of Design in New York City, and original artwork was a regular part
of his home environment. His uncle, Frank Strano, was a working oil painter whose paintings
provided another early connection to the life and practice of a professional artist.

These early influences, followed by years of independent painting, professional study, exhibition,
teaching, writing, and demonstration, helped shape a continuing commitment to watercolor as
both an expressive fine-art medium and a subject for lifelong learning and education.



